
2025 Year in Review 

Friends of Second Marsh (FSM) had a busy year in 2025. The FSM vision “connecting people with nature” at 

Oshawa Second Marsh and the McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve. Both are ecologically significant, publicly 

accessible, natural areas on the north shore of Lake Ontario, located in the City of Oshawa.  These areas provide 

opportunities for citizens to access natural spaces at the local level. In 2025, this was done in a number of ways, 

including onsite events, stewardship activities, and community outreach. 

FSM organized and implemented 34 events and engaged 762 participants. These events included seasonal hikes, 

hikes by special request, and workshops. The highlight of 2025 was the sold-out two showings of The Monarch 

Ultra film (https://www.themonarchultra.com/). 

Stewardship activities were a great success with 355 volunteer engagements contributing a total of 1,197 

volunteer hours. Stewardship activities included bird house cleaning with GM staff, the annual Earth Day Clean 

up in partnership with Durham Rotary Clubs, and the Plant Stewardship Program. This program focuses on the 

management of dominant introduced (invasive) plant species and the implementation of restoration initiatives 

to help improve biodiversity of the area. In 2025, FSM organized 30 plant management actions. 

Lastly, community outreach focused on attending partner events, and presenting to local clubs, groups, and at 

conferences. In 2025, FSM attended 18 off-site events to educate the public about FSM’s mandate, projects, 

and initiatives.   

Other highlights include Board Member contributions. FSM has a very passionate and dedicated team. Board 

Members contributed 1,197 volunteer hours in 2025. 

FSM has accomplished a lot this past year and is looking forward to the 2026 season, including the 

implementation of the new 2026-2030 Strategic Plan https://www.secondmarsh.ca/strategic-plan/    

Please check out the complete FSM Year in Review document at https://www.secondmarsh.ca/year-in-review/ 

Wioletta Walancik 
Friends of Second Marsh 
Administrative & Programs Director 
 

 

https://www.secondmarsh.ca/strategic-plan/
https://www.secondmarsh.ca/year-in-review/


 

 

 


