
   
 
Earth Day at Oshawa Second Marsh 
 
By Suzanne Elston 
 
The first Earth Day was organized by U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson on April 22, 1970. In 

response to the lack of any environmental regulations or agencies, more than twenty million 

Americans demonstrated in cities across the U.S. The response was the creation of the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency in December of the same year.   

Earth Day has since become a global event to highlight the need to preserve and protect the 

planetary ecosystems that support all life on Earth. This year, Earth Day will be observed by 

over one billion people worldwide. Events planned will be as global and diverse as the countries 

and communities that are participating.  

 

“The original Earth Day was inspired by Rachel Carson’s seminal work, “Silent Spring’,” said 

Peter Taylor, President, Friends of Second Marsh (FSM). Carson’s work first identified the 

impact that synthetic chemicals, specifically pesticides and herbicides, were having on 

songbirds. 

 

Locally, FSM will be hosting a clean-up along Colonel Sam Drive and Waterfront Trail in 

Oshawa, starting at 9:30 am., on Saturday, April 22. Participants are encouraged to wear 

appropriate footwear. FSM will be providing gloves and garbage bags. 

 

“We anticipate that this year our Earth Day clean-up will be bigger than ever,” said Peter Taylor. 

“We are partnering with Oshawa Parkwood Rotary and other chapters, as part of Rotary’s Third 

Annual Great Lakes Watershed Clean-up.” 



 

In addition to this year’s Earth Day event, FSM is also hosting Spring Migratory Hikes on April 

27 and 29 at 9 am. These events are geared towards new or amateur birders and will take place 

along the McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve Trails. FSM staff will be on hand to guide 

participants on the hike to see what birds have arrived or are visiting. 

 

Oshawa Second Marsh is a coastal wetland on the north shore of Lake Ontario - a hidden gem 

in an urban setting. It is designated as a Provincially Significant Wetland (PSW), a Provincially 

Significant Area of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI), designated under the Ontario Heritage 

Act and designated as an Urban River Valley within the Greenbelt. 

 

Friends of Second Marsh Friends of Second Marsh (FSM) is a registered not-for-profit 

charitable organization dedicated to encouraging the protection and appreciation of Second 

Marsh and our natural heritage system; to promoting a healthy environment through education, 

communication; and developing partnerships and fostering connections with all sectors of the 

community. 

Since the early 1970’s, FSM (formerly the Second Marsh Defense Association) has provided 

leadership to the community-based movement that secured the future of Second Marsh. 

To register for the upcoming FSM Spring Migratory Hikes, volunteer, or donate, visit 

secondmarsh.ca. 

 

For more information about upcoming Earth Day events, visit www.earthday.ca. 

  

 
Bio: FSM Board Member Suzanne Elston is a former environmental journalist, broadcaster, and 

policy maker, with over three decades of experience and commitment to preserving and 

protecting the environment.  
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