
 

   

 

Winter Wildlife Viewing: a season at Oshawa Second Marsh not to be missed 

 

Tom St. Jean has explored and photographed the natural areas near Oshawa Second Marsh for over 15 years. “In my 

opinion, winter is the best season to visit,” he said during our recent hike together. We would discuss many things as we 

walked from the parking lot to the shore of Lake Ontario, but we always came back to what makes this area so special in 

winter. 



Winter brings many changes to Oshawa Second Marsh. Many of those are advantages for both novice and experienced 

visitors wanting to view wildlife. 

First of all, there are fewer human visitors.  The chances of wildlife sightings go up in winter as shy animals like otters, 

rabbits, and deer go about more freely in their wild neighbourhood.   

Winter snow is your ally for success.  Tom explained winter is a great time to hone all your senses and skills for spotting 

wildlife. The snow makes sounds like snapping twigs and flapping wings easier to hear.  Snow makes animal tracks and 

trails easier to find and identify.  Snow reflects light and provides contrast for your visual search for what’s different – 

motion, shapes, and colours – helping you find wildlife hiding or resting.   

“When I’m looking for owls, I don’t look for an owl.  I look for a darker spot in the trees,” said Tom. Sometimes it’s just a 

squirrel’s nest.   

Even wildlife signs are satisfying.  Despite the vast number of times Tom has been to Oshawa Second Marsh, he has 

never seen a fox, but he knows they are there because he’s seen their tracks.  “Don’t be discouraged,” he advised. 

Wildlife viewing is like any skill.  With patience and practice anyone can become a good tracker.  Because finding wildlife 

is easier in winter – it will train your senses to know where and what to look for in all seasons. 

A key part of any trip out to view wildlife is giving our wild neighbours space.  Bring binoculars, a viewing scope or 

telephoto lens on your camera so you can observe from a respectful distance.  Never pursue or harass an animal.  You’ll 

see more natural and surprising behaviour that way.  Tom described a special winter sight – seeing two otters playing on 

the lake ice at Barrier Beach.   

He’s seen many things while slowly scanning the trail margins, but deer are Tom’s favorite.  “I could watch them for 

hours,” he said. “Sometimes I just see ears twitching above the brush, a white tail flash or antlers mixed in with the tree 

branches.”  This is enough to call it a good day.  Tom will wait quietly in case the deer comes into better view so he can 

snap a photo. “The ultimate achievement is when I am able to take a photo of a wildlife subject relaxed and behaving as 

if I am not there.” 

This winter use Tom’s tips and come visit the natural areas near Oshawa Second Marsh.  The weather may be cold, but 

the rewards will warm your heart. 

Learn more about the marsh and wildlife viewing at www.secondmarsh.ca 

Author and interviewer:   

Susan Ellis is a lifetime member of and long-time volunteer for Friends of Second Marsh (FSM).  She has been a member 

of the Board of Directors since 2019.  Recently retired from General Motors Company of Canada, Susan looks forward to 

spending more of her time in and for nature.  

Photographer and interviewee:  

Tom St. Jean is an avid wildlife photographer.  He is an important ally for FSM and always very generous sharing his 

experiences and photos of Oshawa Second Marsh, McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve and Darlington Provincial Park.  

These are places where he keeps coming back because there is always something to see and enjoy a good day outdoors 

http://www.secondmarsh.ca/

