
Jim Richards: The man who saved the 

Second Marsh in Durham Region  

 
 

Last December, Orono resident Jim Richards was appointed to the Order of Canada, 

one of our country’s highest honours.  

 

This latest honour tops the list of more than 35 well deserved awards that Richards has 

received for his work in saving Oshawa’s Second Marsh. Last summer, Richards was 

recognized for his creation and leadership of the Second Marsh Defence Association 

(SMDA) and its successor organization, Friends of Second Marsh (FSM), at the Friends 

of Second Marsh Annual Meeting. In November he joined FSM’s Honorary Board of 

Directors. 



 

Richard’s journey has been a long one.  

 

In the mid 1960s, Jim and others tried in vain to prevent Second Marsh from being sold 

to the federal government. In 1969, Jim formed the SMDA to preserve the Second 

Marsh, which was under the threat of being turned into a deep-water harbour. A long 

and bitter battle followed. Along with the SMDA’s original chairman, Bob Mills, and 

massive public support, the government ultimately abandoned its plans.  

 

After the ownership of the Marsh was returned to the City of Oshawa in 1983, the 

SMDA became FSM. Jim remained as Executive Director until he retired in 1999. The 

Board then appointed him as Special Advisor to the Board, a position he held until 2006. 

 

In the late 1980s, General Motors (GM) announced plans to construct a new corporate 

headquarters on the former Beaton’s Dairy Farm property on the shore of Lake Ontario, 

between Second Marsh and Darlington Provincial Park. Richards, a General Motors 

(GM) employee, was asked to propose an approach that would avoid any new or future 

wetland controversies. Jim laid out several items the company could entertain, and GM 

allowed him to choose and hire a consultant to work with him on this exciting 

undertaking.  

About a year later, GM was presented with a land-use planning document and a series 

of items to be addressed, including setting aside more than half of the property as a 

public and passive recreation open space, planting trees and shrubs to attract wildlife, 

installing walking trails, and building staging ponds. GM accepted the plan in total.  

 

In 1990, GM asked Jim to transfer from the car assembly plant to the new headquarters 

and create a one-person department to implement and oversee the plan he had 

developed. Jim accepted the challenge and opportunity. The area was named the 

McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve, and Jim was officially installed as Manager, a post he 

held until all plans and initiatives had been completed. Richards retired in 2006. 

 



Today, Second Marsh, one of the last, largest, and most biodiverse coastal wetlands on 

the north shore of Lake Ontario. It has been designated a Provincially Significant 

Wetland and a Provincially Significant Area of Natural and Scientific Interest. Together, 

the Second Marsh Wildlife Area, McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve, and Darlington 

Provincial Park, form an area of 372 ha of public open space: one of the largest areas of 

this kind on Lake Ontario’s shoreline. 

 

Despite his remarkable determination and achievements, Jim Richards is simply best 

known as The Man Who Saved the Marsh. He deserves our deepest gratitude for all his 

hard work and sacrifice in providing Oshawa, and our province, with this marvelous 

natural resource.  

 

Thank you, Jim. 

 

TAG: Friends of Second Marsh 

 is a registered not-for-profit charitable organization dedicated to encouraging the 

protection and appreciation of Second Marsh, one of the last, largest and most 

biodiverse coastal wetlands on the north shore of Lake Ontario. Support the Love 

the Marsh! Campaign at secondmarsh.ca. To contact, 

email staff@secondmarsh.ca. 

https://www.durhamregion.com/users/profile/friends-of-second-marsh
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