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CONTACT US 
 

Wioletta Walancik 
Administrative & Programs Director 

wwalancik@secondmarsh.ca 
 

Karen Arbour 

Outreach & Planning Associate 

karbour@secondmarsh.ca 
 

General Inquiries 

staff@secondmarsh.ca 
 

Mailing Address 
Friends of Second Marsh 

PO BOX 31003  
KINGSWAY VILLAGE PO 
Oshawa, ON L1H 8N9 

 

905.723.5047 
 www.secondmarsh.ca 

Facebook, Twitter & Instagram  
@secondmarsh 

LAND ACKNOWLEGMENT  
 

Second Marsh and McLaughlin Bay 
Wildlife Reserve are on the Treaty and 
Traditional Territory of the 
Mississaugas of Scugog Island First 
Nation of the Mississauga Nation.   

We respectfully honour the knowledge 
and understanding of the Indigenous 
stewards of these ancestral lands, and 
work to ensure that the voices of the 
first peoples are represented in our 
collections, programs and services.  
 

Learn more about the Mississaugas of 
Scugog Island First Nation here: 

https://www.scugogfirstnation.com 

 

Changes to Membership 
Classes & Fees 

 

Changes to FSM membership 
classes and fees will occur in 
January 2023. More information 
about these changes will be 
provided in our upcoming 
newsletters. 

Connecting with Nature  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 15 & 18 (new date) 
Fall Hike (focus on Trees) 
https://signup.com/go/
ZCuhOdY 
 
November 2022 
Wilderness Survival Hike 
 
Please visit our website or 
social media for information 
about upcoming events. 
 

These hikes/activities are, in 
part, funded by: 

Thank you to everyone that attended our Introduction to Nature 
Journaling hike. We had beautiful weather and wonderful people to 
share a few moments connecting with nature while doing this activity. 
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Friends of Second Marsh  Project Announcements 

Friends of Second 
Marsh gratefully 
acknowledges the 
financial support of 
Durham Community 
Foundation made 
possible by their 
endowment funds.  

LET’S DE-PHRAG THE MARSH! 

 

Wetlands & Wildlife 

Management in Action 
Thank you to the General Motors of Canada 
employees who helped to remove some Invasive 
Phragmites on the McLaughlin Bay Wildlife 
Reserve in mid-September by participating in 
our spading event. We tackled a few small 
patches of Invasive Phragmites by hand this fall. 

September 20 was a milestone for our Let’s De-
Phrag the Marsh! Project. Invasive Phragmites  
Control Centre (IPCC) staff were on site to help 
treat Invasive Phragmites with government 
approved herbicide. This treatment was made 
possible by funds from General Motors of 
Canada Company and the Green Shovels 
Collaborative. For more information about IPCC 
and the work that they do, please visit their 
website at:  www.phragcontrol.com. 

 

We also want to thank all our 
individual donors that have  
contributed to this project. 
Your interest and support is 
greatly appreciated.  

 

LET’S  

DE-PHRAG 

THE MARSH! 
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L 
ike most natural areas in 
close proximity to an urban 

setting, Second Marsh has its’ 
share of non-native plant species 
that are outcompeting native flora. 
Common reed, Himalayan Balsam, 
Wild Parsnip and Garlic Mustard 
are some of the ones which are 
well established here.  

While visiting Second Marsh on 
September 5, 2022, l added 
another one to the list. I noticed a 
robust 2.5 m tall plant growing 
beside the trail in Cool Hollow that 
resembled Giant Hogweed. 

However, it had wide spreading 
umbel-shaped flower clusters and 
compound leaves. Turns out it was 
Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris) a 
member of the parsley family that 

is native to Europe and Asia. 
Several dozen plants were present 
each flowering head containing 
hundreds of individual flowers or 
developing seeds. So far they 
appeared to be confined to a small 
area at the southeast side of 
Second Marsh. It was growing on 
moist floodplain soils. Likely 
established for only a few years, the 
plants produce massive numbers of 

seeds and therefore have the 
potential to spread rapidly. 

I notified Wioletta Walancik, 
stressing the importance of acting 
quickly to prevent this plant from 
spreading widely. She was able to 
mobilize a few volunteers to cut off 
and bag the seed heads before 
they were able to spread within a 
few days. Since it appears that the 
Wild Angelica are currently 
confined to a limited area at 
Second Marsh, it may still be 

possible to prevent them from 
permanently establishing here. It 
will be important to check other 
areas around the marsh for its 
presence and to cut down plants 

next year in mid-summer to 
prevent them from setting seed. If 
this is carried out for a few years, it 
is hoped that Wild Angelica is 
locally eradicated. In the larger 
landscape this will be more difficult.    

Wild Angelica is a short-lived plant 
that apparently flowers once, then 
dies. However, each plant produces 
thousands of seeds and therefore 
has the ability to spread widely in a 

short time. This species had not 
been reported elsewhere in 
Durham Region and currently has a 
very limited distribution in Ontario, 
There are populations along the 
Credit, Grand and Thames Rivers. 
Like Giant Hogweed and Wild 
Parsnip, Wild Angelica can cause 
photodermatitis which is severe 
rash and blisters if skin comes into 
contact with the plant’s sap and is 
then exposed to sunlight. 
Consequently, the plant should not 

be touched and is a health concern. 

A New Invasive Plant at Second Marsh – Wild Angelica 

James Kamstra 

Thank you to our volunteers (left 
to right) Peter, Tony, Debra and 
Carolyn for helping to, very 
carefully, cut some seed heads 
from Wild Angelica. 
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Wetlands & Wildlife 

 

FSM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Peter Taylor, President 
Joanne Brown, Vice-President 

Gwen Layton, Durham Environmental Advisory Committee 
Susan Sheehan, General Motors of Canada Company 

Ashley Fox, Ontario Power Generation 
aj groen, Oshawa Environmental Advisory Committee 

Susan Ellis, Clarington 
Suzanne Elston, Clarington 

Helen Break, Whitby 
 

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 
Dr. Margaret Bain 

Hon. Ed Broadbent, former leader of NDP of Canada 
Noel Hutchinson, Former Director of Oshawa Parks Services 

Glen Loates, noted wildlife artist 
Gord Miller 

Mike Shields, Director of Organizing, CAW Canada 
 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Dr. Andrea Kirkwood, OntarioTech 
Dr. Doug Holdway, OntarioTech 

Dr. Jacob Robinson, Durham College 
Dr. Ross James 
James Kamstra 
Sandra McEwan 

Owen Steele, Ducks Unlimited Canada   
Guy Morey, Senior Science Teacher 

Nancy Patterson -  
Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment 

Tim Rance 

THANK YOU! Friends of  Second Marsh is the 
recipient of the City of Oshawa 2022 Anchor 
Grant and the in-kind donation of office space.  

H ey nature lovers, wildlife friends and trail goers! 
As wild neighbourhoods west of the Oshawa and 

Municipality of Clarington border, Oshawa Second 
Marsh and McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve and the 
waterfront strategies in the Municipality of Clarington 
are forever connected. The Municipality of Clarington 
is gathering input from the public for its 30-year 
Waterfront Strategy update. 

The goal is to create “barrier-free” and “year-round” 
access for tourists and residents. “We want to create a 
sanctuary where people can relax and escape.”  Learn 
more about the Municipality of Clarington’s 
Waterfront Strategy at the link below.   
 

https://www.clarington.net/en/business-and-
development/clarington-waterfront-
strategy.aspx#:~:text=The%20goals%20of%20the%20
Clarington,waterfront%20experiences%20as%20the%2
0population 
 

Have your say!  Let your voice be heard by filling out 
the survey at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BYHYBWM 

HAVE YOUR SAY! 

FSM staff and two Board Members travelled to the 
Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre in early September to visit 
with Friends of the Wye Marsh staff. The purpose of 
the trip was to learn how a non-profit organization, 
similar to FSM, operates. We had an opportunity to 
meet the staff, learn what happens behind the scenes 
and walk the trails. It was a very informative visit. 
Pictured (left-right): Helen, Karen, Wioletta and Peter.  

Wye Marsh Visit 


